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jumps. It created a considerable amount of gossip in
Washington, and, as the diplomatic negotiations over the
Californian question were in a delicate position, the
Japanese authorities felt that the best way to avoid
difficulties was to postpone the pressing honour.

On arrival in San Francisco, Diaz was informed that the
Emperor would not be in Tokio, and would he defer the
trip ? Evidently a chip of the old block, he said he would
not. He was ordered to Tokio, and to Tokio he was
going. All the way to Vancouver he was bombarded
with regrets, which were without avail. On his arrival
there he was informed that the Emperor was not in Tokio,
would not return to Tokio until the autumn, and if the
General crossed to Japan he could not and would not be
received. This was an ultimatum he was unable to ignore,
and so the trip was abandoned.

It may be imagined that this treatment did not please
his chief, nor did it suit the anti-American mob in Tokio.
Some violent demonstrations took place, and the Govern-
ment had considerable difficulty in answering the charge
of kowtowing to Washington.

During the summer the situation in Mexico grew worse.
Huerta had difficulty in obtaining funds and munitions,
and it was not altogether surprising that he should obtain
arms from Japan. The first order filled was for 50,000
rifles and 4,000,000 cartridges, these being shipped during
the last week in October. General Velasquez had mean-
while arrived in Japan as Mexican Military Attache, and
his sole occupation was the purchase and shipment of arms.
A steady flow of these continued, not all originating in
Japan, but many coming from England for the account
of Japanese houses, who reshipped them from Kobe and
Yokohama. I do not think that there was any very
great secrecy about the matter, for the Mexican Legation,
in answer to my inquiries, admitted the traffic without
hesitation. The only denials came from the Foreign Office,
but as Count Yamamoto admitted subsequently in the
Diet that one shipment had been made, too much import-
ance should not be attached to these dementis.